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Weekend avalanches in Wasatch, |

SevierconntlesdaimliwsoﬁUtahns
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SALT LAKE OTY
~ Weokend avalanches in
Wasatch and Sevier counties
clasmed the lives of two Utah

Sixtoen-year-oid Zachary
Holmes of Farr West, diod in
& sbde near Tower Mountasn
i the Ulrga Mountains Setur-
day, about 14 miles southeast
of Heber City, the Wasatch
County sherdf's office said.

The boy was wearing both
& helmet and an avalanche
beacon, deputy Michael
Graves sad.

Using the beacon’s signal,
the boy's coasins tracked his
location and dag him ost of
the snow. They adméntered
CPR, but he lter died & the
University of Utsh Hospital

Authorties in southwest-
ern Utah's Sevier County
were not releasing the name
of the 44-yearold Richfield
man also killed Saturday af.
ter being bursed under sighn
foet of snow i & shde rear
Signal Peak. A public safery
dispatcher said Sunday that
officers had not completed no-
tification of the man's famdly,

Utahn Nicholss Gus Stein-
mann, 26, of Ogden was not
wearng an avakanche beacon
when he and three others
took snowmobiles nto the
backcountry near Pulisades
Peak. authorities in Booneville
County. Jdaho, said.

Steinmann and two others
were bursed in the nooetime
slide. The fourth man dug out
two people and then all three
wsed tree Rmbs 10 probe the
slide area [or Steinmann, po-
boe sald He was eventually
found dead under abous exght
feet of snow, police said,

He is the second Utahn to
die in an avalsnche outof
state this season.

Warm westher followed by
a few days of heavy moustain
snowfall placed the avalanche
danger across Utah o “con-
siderable” during the past
week, according to postings

In this phote provided by the Utah Avalanche Center, a
rescue worker's snowrmobile is seen in the aftermath of an
avalanche fatality Sunday in the western Uinta Mountains
near Heber City, Utah

by forecasters from the Utah
Avalanche Center
*Consaderable” means there
5 & high likebhood of ho-
man inggered and naturally
occurnng siides, especially
at higher elevations asd on
slopes steeper than 35 de
grees, the center Web site
explaing. Over the past week,
about 30 shdes have been
repoﬂod across the Wasalch

ln’palul Sunday mors

ers Craig Goedon
md Drew Hardesty both said
Saturday was a “very active”
day. with numerous n
triggered shdes and chse calls
reported in the Ulnta Moun.
tauns and aloog the Wasatch
Front.

“Is it tricky out there?
Youbet 1 8," wrote Gordon
“There are plenty of steep
shopes you can ride without
incident, gving you a fulse
sense of snow stubiity, Jering
you deeper isto the avalanche
dragoes den "

Gordon surveyed the Tower
Mountain avalanche area Sun-
day and estimated the shide w
abost 2403 [eet deep and 300

feet wide. He said it ran about
200 vertical feet. It remained
unclear Sunday o suthor (s
bebeved Holmes and his oous-
s bad triggered the slide

Sevier County officals sakd
the Signal Peak slide _ ests
mated ot 150 feet high and 80
feet wide  was delmniedy trig-
gered when the Richfield man
ran his snowmotsle up the
backsde of the Duoe Natjoral
Forest peak about 23 pm

He was also found buried
under about eigly feet of
saow, police smd

The Urah deaths are the
firs1 in the state during the
wirter season, which began in
October, sccording to statss.
Lics posted on the Avalanche
Center site. Five others have
been caught in shdes ths
seasan _ three skoers and two
snowshoers _ but only one
person suffered crivical i
ries, the data shows

Utish statistics dating back
Lo 1961 show an average of
four people & in avalanches
each year. There were three
deaths during the 20052006
sad o record et deaths dur-
g the 20042005 seasom,



Natalie Andrews

that the avalanche problem is not going

Forecasters: Avalanche danger high

DALY HERALD

mountains were deadly for
four Utahns over the weekend, and fore-
casters predict the danger to continue
for the next two weeks.

Forecasters say that storms in the past
eight days have placed heavy snow on a
weak snowpack, resulting in high ava-
lanche danger. More than 30 slides were
reported last week.

Drew Hardesty, forecaster at the Utah
Avalanche Center, said this week's pre-
dicted weather of sun, storms and wind
will only make conditions more danger-
ous,

The Utah Avalanche Center listed
Provo in the “considerable”™ danger, or
expert use only, category on Monday.
The warning continues through today.

“I think the important thing to note is

to go away anytime soon,” Hardesty
said. “Things will remain very danger-
ous, particularly when the winds and
storms roll through.”

Unfortunately, some of the most dan-
ferous places are also the most popular

backcmntry recreationists. Hardesty
ed Aspen Grove, the Timp Divide and
the area above Tibble Creek reservoir
as the most unpredictable places in Utah
Valley.

“Provo mountains are the most radical
mountains in the Wasatch,” Hardesty
said. “People can get in trouble pretty
quick.”

Hardesty said that even the most expe-

rienced skiers are getting caught. While
snow settles, he said that skiers should
stay at slopes that have a grade of 30
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Scott Bow [center] watches his daughters Bethany and Hannah
[not pictured] sled down a hill as 9-year-old Benjamin [right] and
10-year-old Rebecca [left] end their runs near the Stewart Falls
trailhead, Monday. The Bows recently moved to Provo from
Calgary, Alberta, and did not know of the avalanche that swept

See AVALANCHE, A7 through this exact location in 2003
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degrees, comparable to a blue
run at a ski resort.

An avalanche on Sunday
brought Utah's weekend ava-
lanche death toll to three, with
one Utah man killed in Idaho
as well

A 17-year-old boy from Mas-

s was caught in an
avalanche while skiing near
Snowbasin ski resort, the As-
sociated Press reported.

On Saturday, Nicholas Guss
Steinmann, 26, of Ogden was
killed while snowmobiling
in Bonneville County, ldaho.
Sixteen-year-old Zachary
Holmes of Farr West diedina
slide near Tower Mountain in
the Uinta Mountains, about 14
miles southeast of Heber City,
the Wasatch County Sheriff’s
Office reported. Also Satur-
day, a 44-year-old Richfield
snowmobiler died in a slide
near Signal Peak in Sevier
County.

The Utah deaths are the
first in the state during this
winter season, which began in

October, according to statistics
posted on the Avalanche Cen-
ter Web site. Five others have
been caught in slides — three
skiers and two snowshoers —
but only one person suffered
critical injuries.

Utah statistics dating back to
1951 show that an average of
four people die in avalanches
each year, the AP reports.
There were three deaths dur-
ing the 2005-2006 season and a
record eight deaths during the
2004-2005 season.

The National Weather Ser-
vice ed that Monday's
storm left 9 inches of snow at
the Spanish Fork Power House
by 9 a.m. The Power House has
an elevation of 4,720 feet. Pleas-
ant Grove, elevation 4,610 feet,
reported 1.5 inches by 5 am.

The storm led to a com-
motion on Interstate 15, with
three semi+railers simultane-
ously off the road in Payson
and 23 property damage-only
accidents between 7 a.m. and
11:30 a.m. on Interstate-15 in
Utah County.

“It’s been busy, along with
every accident there seems to
be three to four slide-offs in the

“It's been busy, along ' Avalanche info

with every accident
there seems to be three |

to four slide-offs |

in the area.”

George Alexanderson
Utah County Sheriff's Sat.

area,” Utah County Sheriff’s
Sgt. George Alexanderson
said. The sheriff’s office re-
sponded to five accidents and
assisted other agencies on
Monday.

Utah Highway Patrol
Trooper Preston Raban said
most of the 25 slide-offs could
be blamed on going too fast
for road conditions, a citable
offense.

The National Weather Ser-
vice forecasts the weather
clear until Thursday night,
when a 50 percent chance of
snow is
dicted for Friday and Saturday
as well.

possible. Snow is pre- |

‘1

To hear the Utah
Avalanche Center's
recorded advisories:

. (801) 364-1581

Salt Lake

(801) 364-1591
Salt Lake 6 a.m.
detailed

(801) 7420830
Little Cottonwood
Canyon

(435) 6585512
Park City

(801) 626-8600 Ogden

(801) 422-4333 Provo

Or go to the Utah
Avalanche Center
Web site: http:/Avww.
avalanche.org/~uac/




