Three presumed dead
alter canyon avalanche







“We saw this enormous
wall of snow coming
toward us. Our first

thought was to get out
of the chute and we

made three or four steps

and then it was on us. It
was just white and
shooting past us.”

Hyrum Durtschi
avalanche survivor

Safe: Jason Durtschi, 26, makes
a phone call while his brother
Durtschi, 28, (both of
t Grove) drives their
car down Provo Canyon after
they survived an avalanche.
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roommates, whose names were
also not released, were rescued
by others in the area after be-
buried by the avalanche.
Durtschi, 28, and his
, Jason, 26, both of
Pleasant Grove, were snow-

“We left the car about 3 0'-
clock,” said Hyrum Durtschi.
“We were up at the chute about
4 o'clock and we looked up and
we saw this enormous wall of
snow coming toward us. Our
first was to get out of
the chute and we made three or
four steps and then it was on
us. It was just white and shoot-

pastus.” .
said he managed to
face downward and slide on his
bottom as he was pushed by the
snow. His brother tumbled and
became buried up to his chest.
'l'hesmnvahm:hehstedap-

proximately 30
‘Myﬁtm
was was to and
think about how much | wanted
to be at home,” he said. “We
started calling for each other,
and then the snow settled and |
think there must have been a
two-minute break and we
looked up and there evas anoth-
er avalanche shooting down at

us. Before we had time to do
it was us.”
the second slide
Durtschi said he again
out to his brother, and
heard him Durtschi
headed toward the forest at the
edge of the chute, about 100
feet away, and called for his
brother to follow him.
“I was buried about up to my
knees and my snowshoes had
stayedonbyaanemincle,he
ed to make it to
thefau Jason was still
out on the chute. | asked him to
follow me and it turns out he
was buried up to his shoulders
in snow, which I didn't know at
the time.”
By the time Durtschi had
reached the forest, he realized
l‘mt:;;e whohdl*beul
in the area were digging
brother out of the snow. After
Jason made it to the forest, the
two made their way to the As-
pen Grove trailhead parking
lot. Jason had lost his snow-
shoes and his backpack but
was otherwise OK.
Durtschi said both he and his
brother were experienced
snowshoers and were familiar
A G et sontily
. was j
ta'rliecmtlnm. he said.
“None of us should have been
up there, There were
two-and-a-half feet of fresh
snow, so it was perfect
avalanche conditions.”

Minutes before the first slide,

the two had even joked about
featured on the news as
snowshoers, he said.

“It does not occur to you that
it could to you,” he said.
“You just don't realize how

e an event it is. You think it

be a small wall of snow or
you think ‘I can run out of it’
and none of that was true.”

The Aspen Grove area had 52
inches of snow as of
rﬂmmﬁw&hhﬂ
f starting an Christmas
Day, said Dennis Harris,
mnfaﬁnmhcany

David James, overseer of the
BYU weather station, said re-
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tions.

‘nnl.kdqunrtm-Id
Transportation closed State
ggsa into American
because of fears that unstable
snow could lead to an
avahmha.addcedfnnix.a
dooedapurﬂmd&tekmd
92 on the Provo Canyon side in
order to facilitate access for

rescue crews.
? Amie Rose contributed to

" this

report.
b Caleb Warmock can be
reached at 344-2543 or
cwarnock@heraldextra.com.
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Weather forces rescue crews to call off search for snowboarders

By Magrk EppINGTON
AND MicHAEL N. WESTLEY
The Salt Lake Tribune

PROVO CANYON I'hree young
Utah County men were missing Fri
day night after heavy snowfall trig
gered a series of avalanches in the
back country above the Sundance Re-
sort, officials said. Officials believe
that as many as 14 people were caught
In the moving snow

A man snowshoeing with his fam-
ily nearby saw the first avalanche and
called Utah County Sheriff's dispatch
on his cell phone at 427 p.m., police
said. He said he could see as many as
seven people in the Robert’s Horn
Chute of the Aspen Grove recreation
irea, about a 2+ miles noith of the
Sundance Ski Resort.

Two smaller slides hit the area be-
fore search and rescue teams made it
on the mountain around 5 p.m

A group of five Utah County men
who were snowboarding were carried
by the slide into the lower portion of
the basin. An 18yearold and a 2
year-old dug themselves out with only
minor injuries, police said. High
winds and drifting snow forced search
and rescue teams off the mountain
around 8 p.m. before a 20-year-old
from Pleasant Grove, a 19year-old
from Orem and an 18-year-old whose
address was not given could be ac
counted for

None of the snowboarders was
outfitted with avalanche equipment
and their skill level varied from a few
weeks of experience up to as many as
five years, police said. Poor weather
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Search and rescue personnel come off the mountain after searching for avalanche victims. Three Utah County men were
missing Friday, after 3 series of avalanches near the Aspen Grove recreation area north of the Sundance Ski Resort.

Hnditions and an unstable snow base...

frustrated the rescue effort. Crews are
faced with searching a snow field es
timated to be more than 800 feet wide,
L+mile long and between 4 and 14 feet
deep, according to Lt. Dave Bennet of
Utah County Sheriff's Office

“When the snow stops, it
like concrete and it's very unlikely
that anyone could survive those con
ditions.” Bennet said

Utah County Sheriff Jim Tracy
said the slide was not triggered by
people in the chute, but rather from

sets up

heavy snow near the peak of the

mountain, which reaches more than

11,000 feet. Friends and family mem

bers of the five snowboarders gath

ered at a command post set up at the

nearby Aspen Grove family camp and
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Salt Lake County sheriff's Deputy Mark Olsen stands outside his truck blocking the entrance to Big
Cottonwood Canyon on Friday afternoon. Big Cottonwood was open for part of Friday's storm but Little
Cottonwood Canyon Road stayed closed the entire day because of avalanche danger.
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missing
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conference center. As of 1 am.
Friday, 29 inches of new snow fell
at the camp, according to offi-
cials.

Search and rescue crews from
Utah and Wasatch counties,
joined by employees from Sun-
dance Resort and other agencies,
scoured the slide area with the
help of rescue dogs, Bennett said.

Rescue crews hope o continue

“We had relatively stable
snow before this storm . .. but we
have now put a lot of weight on
top of it,” said Bruce Tremper,
director of the Forest Service
Utah Avalanche Center (UAC).
“There is the potential for some

big,
avalanches.”
Friday began with a high ava-



