Bodies of avalanche victims recovered

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) The
bodies of two physicians buried by
an avalanche while hiking over the
weekend in Big Cottonwood
Canyon have been recovered. One
of the doctors was from Eagle
River.

Salt Lake County sheniff's
Deputy Peggy Falkner said the
men were caught by a 2-mile wide
avalanche that was 30 feet deep
where it broke away.

The victims were experienced
hikers and outdoorsmen.

They were identified as Scott
Dull, 39, of Eagle River, an emer-

ency room physician at

ovidence Alaska Medical
Center who was involved with
search and rescue; and Martin
Gleich, 38, Salt Lake City, a critical
care physician for Intermountain
Health Care.

The men attended medical
school at the University of
Washington. Dull graduated in
1992 and Gleich in 1991.

Falkner said the pair had start-
ed hiking from the Storm
Mountain trailhead at 4 am.
Saturday, hoping it was cold
enough that the avalanche danger
would minimal. They had expected
to be through by 11 a.m., she said.

It was believed the men trig-
gered the avalanche, but the condi-
tions were created by the recent
warm weather with Chinook
winds, Falkner said.

The Utah Avalanche Forecast
Center had warned Friday of
polenuallv catastrophic avalanch-

’l'hc center said melt water per-
colating through snow was produc-
ing “wet slabs and wet sluffs” and

U Hospital accredited

that entire snowpacks were at risk
of sliding over rocks.

Neither man was carrying an
avalanche beacon.

Deputies were alerted at 5:49
p.m. Saturday when the family of
one of the hikers called to report
the men overdue.

Searchers spotted the foot of
one man sticking out of the snow
shortly before 9 p.m., and the body
of the other man was found hun-
dreds of yards away by avalanche
dogs from Alta resort just before
midnight.

Winter avalanches tend to be
powdery, and sometimes victims
can swim out of them, “but at this
time of year, it’s like cement, with
huge chunks of snow — boulder
size and bigger,” Falkner said.

Six people have died in ava-
lanches in Utah since December,
equaling the number recorded in
1998-1999, which was the most
since 1951.



Two avalanche
victims found

SALY LAKE CITY
Searchers have recovered the
DOes of two hukers Duned
Saturday by an avalanche in
B8ig Cottonnwood Canyon

Sait Lake County shen's
Deputy Peggy Faikner sad the
men were caugh! by a two-mile
wide avalanchie that pled snow
as hgh as 30 feet

The wchims were both
QOCIOrs and were axpenenced
hikers and Outaoorsmen

They were Martn Glech. 38
Sait Lake City. a critical care
PhySICIan o1 Intermountan
Health Care, and Scott Dull of
Eagie Rrver. Alasha. an
SMErgency room PhysCian who
was mwvolved with search ang
rescue

Falkne: 310 1he men had
startglwing fom the Storm
Mouin trailhead stdam
Saturgay, hoping & was cokd
enough that the avalanche
danget would minmal and
they had expected to be
through by 11am

She sad 1 was believed the
men mggered the avalanche
Dt 1he Condihons were created
by the recen! warm weathes
with Chinook winds The Utah
Avalanche Foracast Center had
wamed Friday of potentally
catastrophic avalanches The
conter said med walter
percolpting through snow was
producing wet siabs and wet
siuffs” and that entvre
snowpacks were at nsk of
shding oyer rocks

Neiher man was carrying an
av beacon

ODMItcs were alorted at
549 pm. Saturday when the
famuly of one of the hikers
called to report the men
overdue

The body of one man was
found about 10 pm. and the
other about midnig

Both bodies were near the
surface. One body was found
by searchers and avalanche
gogs trom the Alta resont found
tha second body




'Were Sknlled Hikers

THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

Warm temperatures led to deadly conditions in
the mountains of Salt Lake County over the week-
end, when melting snow caused a massive ava-
lanche that claimed two lives in Big Cottonwood
Canyon.

Martin Gleich, 38, of Salt Lake County, and Scott
Dull, 39, of Eagle River, Alaska, were killed Saturday
after becoming trapped by a 2-mile-wide avalanche
that barrelled into a narrow ravine.

It took rescue workers more than six hours to re-
cover the two bodies buried beneath ice and snow.

“This is one of the biggest slides we have ever
seen,” said Deputy Peggy Faulkner of the Salt Lake
County Sheriff's Office. The snowfield was nearly 30
feet deep where it broke away from the side of the
mountain, she said.

The two deaths raised the tally of avalanche fa-
talities in Utah since December to six, That equals
the number of deaths in the 1998-99 avalanche sea-
son, the deadliest since 1951, according to statistics
from the US. Forest Service's Utah Avalanche

Center,

Gleich and Dull, described by Faulkner as “expe-
rienced backcountry hikers,” set out at 4 am.
Saturday from the Storm Mountain trail head,
where posted signs warn of avalanche danger.

See HIKERS, Page D-3
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