‘Snowbasin skiers
survive avalanche

[J Heroic doctor helps rescue
others after he digs himself out

By MELISA ANN WILSON
Standiard-Examwner stall

SNOWBASIN - Five lucky skicrs
walked away from an avalanche that
buried two of them and partially buried
the others.

_Fridpy.apwpofeigbt friends were
skiing just below where the Strawberry
Express gondola unloads. The group

was involved with the NorAm Super
Series downhill race on the other side of
the hill, but were taking a few runs be-
fore the races began.

Dr. Jeff Harrison, an orthopedic sur-
geon at McKay-Dee Hospital, de-
scribed. what happened next as he
waited for the rest of his group just be-
low the ridge.

“We stopped to wait for everyone.
The next thing | know, we were tum-
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Hofmeyer, who is from Swe-
den, said he used to help at
French ski resorts. He began
probing for other victims. He
watched in awe as Harrison kept

+ his head, rescuing others in his

party before the ski patrol ar-

i

“He was just amazing accord-
ing to me - so disciplined.”

David Smith, public relations
representative for Snowbasin,
said Harrison was nothing less
than a hero.

It only took 15 to 20 minutes
to make sure the rest of the
group wasaccounted for. But, ski
patroimen continued to probe the
area until 2 p.m. to make sure no
oSS oy s

a rescue
in the search

The gondola was shut down
for the rest of Friday and is ex-
pected to be open again some
time today.



Whnle smnumng through the
wave of snow, Harrison said he
lost his hat, one glove and his
goggles. The whipping wind and
stinging snow left him with frost-
bite on his ear and two fingertips
as he searched for the rest of his
group.

Marriott suffered a neck
sprain, according ta Harrison.
Park City resident Marianne Wa-
ters tore a ligament in her knee
while she was partially buried.
Two men were also partially bur-
ied in the avalanche, but suﬂ‘ered
no injuries.

Harrison said he had just been
up on the mountain Friday morn-
ing doing avalanche control with
the patrol.

Gray Reynolds, general man-
ager at Snowbasin, confirmed the
arca had been checked for ava-
lanche danger early Friday momn-

Ing.

“One thing about snow is that
it isn’t a perfect science,” Reyn-
olds said. “We do our very best
to make it as safe as possible.
Safety is our primary concern.”

With well over 3 feet of new
snow in the last 24 hours and
winds up to 70 mph in the Straw-
berry Bowl area, Reynolds said
the danger of an avalanche was

very high.



Reynolds said the ski patrol
~ would be back out today to blast
for avalanches. After another
check of the area, Strawberry
Bowl will be available to the pub-
lic. The Super Series downhill
races will also continue today.
were postponed Friday due

1o weather conditions.

Tom Kimbrough, Forest Ser-
vice avalanche forecaster, said an
avalanche waming is out through
the weekend.

. “There was plenty of light
fluffy snow and northwest winds
today that helped create ideal av-
alanche conditions. If people go
out over the weekend, they
should stay away from steep
slopes and run-out arcas in the
backcountry,” he said.

" In the Snowbasin avalanche, it
is suspected a skier or snowboar-
der just made an unfortunate cut
in the snow. With a new hat cov-
ering his red and swollen ear,
Harrison said he felt very lucky.
. "It's not something you want
‘10 do twice.”

*  You can reach reporter Melisa
Ann Wilson at 625-4233 or mawil-

sonastanddrd.net.
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