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COMMENTS
The Fang ice climb sits below a large wooded bowl. Any avalanches in the bowl

funnel straight into the ice climb.This is typical of avalanche accidents involving ice
climbers. Climbers tend to be impacted by natural avalanches more frequently than
other recreators.

This was the sixth avalanche fatality in Utah for the 1996-97 season—the largest
number in a single winter since 1950. There were also six fatalities in 2000-01, and
eight in 2005-06. During the period of this volume, Utah averaged three to four fatali-

ties a winter.



