
RESCUE 

A f t e r he had gone on abou t one hundred y a r d s , R . J . r e a l i z e d he had not 
heard t he o t h e r v e h i c l e f o r s e v e r a l m i n u t e s ; on c h e c k i n g back , he d i s -
covered what had happened . F i g u r i n g R . D . ' s p r o b a b l e l o c a t i o n when the 
s l i d e s t r u c k h i m . R . J . made a b r i e f p r e l i m i n a r y check . T h i s o n l y revea led 
tha t a d d i t i o n a l h e l p was i m p e r a t i v e i f t h e l a r g e s l i d e area was t o be 
searched t h o r o u g h l y . As q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e he made h i s way by over -snow 
veh i c l e t h r e e - q u a r t e r s o f a m i l e down t h e canyon t o a Federa l A v i a t i o n 
Agency main tenance s h e d . S i n c e t h e door was n a i l e d s h u t , he was f o r c e d 
t o break in t h r o u g h a w indow . As he hoped , t h e shed c o n t a i n e d a r a d i o . 
A f t e r seve ra l m i n u t e s he f i n a l l y made c o n t a c t w i t h t he F.A.A. in S a l t 
Lake C i t y , and n o t i f i e d them o f t h e a c c i d e n t and h i s l o c a t i o n . Then, 
f i n d i n g a l ong wooden p o l e , he r e t u r n e d t o t h e ava lanche area t o probe 
f o r the m i s s i n g man. 

In the meantime t h e F .A .A . n o t i f i e d t h e n e a r - b y B o u n t i f u l Ranger O f f i c e , 
and by noon t h e r a n g e r s were o r g a n i z i n g rescue o p e r a t i o n s . The county 
s h e r i f f and j e e p posse were a l e r t e d ; o t h e r ava lanche c o n t r o l work in the 
v i c i n i t y was h a l t e d and t h e s e r a n g e r s s t a r t e d t o t he B o u n t i f u l a rea . The 
So l i t ude Ski P a t r o l v o l u n t e e r e d i t s a s s i s t a n c e . The v a r i o u s groups r e p o r t -
ed t o the S a l t Lake F i r e C o n t r o l C e n t e r , f i f t e e n m i l e s f rom the Farmington 
area. Th is became a s t a g i n g a rea f o r t h e rescue o p e r a t i o n s . Probes and 
other equipment were a s s e m b l e d . 

Shor t l y a f t e r 1:00 t h e f i r s t r e s c u e r s , two F .A .A . road maintenance men, 
appeared a t t he a v a l a n c h e a r e a , u n f o r t u n a t e l y w i t h o u t p robes . A f t e r 
ob ta in i ng some wooden p r o b e s , t h e y j o i n e d i n search e f f o r t s , bu t two o f 
these probes q u i c k l y b r o k e . F i f t e e n m i n u t e s l a t e r , t h r e e more men a r r i v e d 
by an over -snow v e h i c l e , bu t t h e y t o o had o n l y wooden p robes . Meanwhi le , 
attempts were b e i n g made t o f l y A s s i s t a n t Ranger R.T. i n t o t he area by 
h e l i c o p t e r f rom t h e F i r e C o n t r o l C e n t e r . However, h i g h winds and l ack o f 
radio communica t ion made i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r t he h e l i c o p t e r t o land in the 
avalanche a r e a . F i n a l l y t h e p i l o t l anded R.T. a t t h e Farming ton F.A.A. 
b u i l d i n g . 

By 1:30 a d d i t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l reached t h e s i t e w i t h snow plows and a few 
aluminum p robes . F o r t y - f i v e m i n u t e s l a t e r R.T. a r r i v e d w i t h t he remainder 
of the p robes . R . J . e x p l a i n e d t h e s i t u a t i o n t o t h e r a n g e r , who o rgan i zed 
a sys temat i c probe o f t h e s l i d e , s t a r t i n g a t R . D . ' s e s t i m a t e d l i n e o f 
t r a v e l and p r o c e e d i n g u p h i l l . The s e a r c h was begun on t he d o w n h i l l p o r t i o n 
of the s l i d e . S e v e r a l t i m e s d u r i n g t h e p r o b i n g t h e sea rche rs had f a l s e 
i n d i c a t i o n s t h a t t h e y had f ound some th ing and s topped t o i n v e s t i g a t e . At 
3:30 one o f t h e men who had been d i g g i n g o u t a f a l s e lead moved f u r t h e r 
u p h i l l and ups t ream t o r e s t . A p p a r e n t l y he s a t down r i g h t above R.D. The 
bur ied v i c t i m was c o n s c i o u s , hea rd t h e man, and s h o u t e d . The searcher 
a l e r t ed t he o t h e r s , and a l l f r a n t i c a l l y began t o d i g w i t h t h e i r hands. 

R.D. was found b u r i e d under l £ t o 3 f e e t o f snow in t h e c e n t e r o f t he s l i d e 
area. The snow v e h i c l e was l o c a t e d e i g h t y f e e t d o w n h i l l f rom h im . B r i e f l y 
desc r i b i ng h i s f o u r - h o u r o r d e a l t o r e s c u e r s , R.D. r e c a l l e d t h a t a f t e r t h e 
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