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Know Before You Go Year End Summary 07-08
UnliKE a ScEnE from a second rate sci-fi thriller or a James 
Bond movie, avalanches don’t strike without warning. As a 
matter of fact, plenty of clues to unstable snow usually pres-
ent themselves and most avalanche accidents are preventable. 
That’s the good news. The bad news is these clues are often 
ignored due to lack of basic avalanche awareness skills. Now 
you don’t need to be a snow scientist to enjoy the mountains 
during the winter and most recreationists either don’t have 
time or aren’t interested in becoming a snow geek. That’s ok 
because in many cases just a little bit of avalanche knowledge 
can help people make life saving decisions. With this in mind, 
basic avalanche education is perhaps the biggest single com-
ponent in keeping winter backcountry users alive. 

The Know Before You Go (KBYG) program, initiated under 
the direction of the Friends of the Utah Avalanche Center 
(FUAC) to combat the rise in teen related avalanche fatali-
ties, wrapped up its fourth season this year. Both the impact 
and sheer numbers of people viewing the program are noth-
ing short of staggering. In four short years we’ve averaged 
over 100 state-wide presentations per year, educating nearly 
75,000 young adults to the dangers of avalanches. It appears 
our efforts are making a difference. Prior to KBYG’s existence, 
teens were making up the growing statistic of backcountry 
users likely to get caught and killed in avalanches. While the 
number of backcountry users grows exponentially each year, 
we’re proud to say not one teen that has seen the program has 
been injured or killed in an avalanche. d

We’re proud to say not 
one teen that has seen 
the KBYG program has 

been injured or killed in 
an avalanche.
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The KBYG
presentations
reached over
17,000 winter
enthusiasts.

a Review of This Year’s Highlights
THiS SEaSon wE GavE 129 KBYG presentations reaching out to over 
17,000 winter enthusiasts. Our basic message is for all user groups and the 
fast-paced, dynamic presentations are well received. Proactive programs 
often have difficulty showing how they save lives, but KBYG has a proven 
track record and we can see the results not only in the decline of teen ava-
lanche fatalities, but also with the tangible skills students take away with 
them. This past winter, three quick thinking teens received an American 
Red Cross award for helping find a young man caught and buried in an ava-
lanche. They remembered the KBYG program from a school assembly and 
recalled what to do during a rescue. The three sophomore aged girls as-
sisted an organized rescue and struck the buried skier with a probe. Their 
participation along with what they learned from the avalanche assembly 
helped save a young man’s life.  

We decided early in the season to focus more on rural users who might not 
get the opportunity to receive avalanche education in a convenient or timely 
fashion and this year it really paid off. While the total number of viewers 
was down slightly, we felt it was imperative to reach out to mountain com-
munities who may not even know where to find current avalanche informa-
tion. New areas we branched out to included both middle 
and high schools in Rich, Duchesne and Carbon Counties. 
These counties have witnessed first hand, the devastating 
effects of avalanche fatalities and embraced the program 
with open arms. Of course the program wouldn’t be so 
successful if it were not for the highly knowledgeable staff, 
who along with their jobs as ski patrol and snow safety 
personnel, find time and energy to present the program. 
We’re grateful to all our participating ski area partners 
who allow their staff 
to help out with the 
presentations. d

An article appearing in Utah’s Salt Lake Tribune recognizes the efforts of three 
teens and the influence of KBYG, both of which helped save a young man’s life.
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continued next page

Established in the 

summer of 2004, the 

Know Before You Go 

program is funded 

solely by donations and 

in-kind support.

Program Development

Partnerships & Funding
p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e

PRioR To iTS PHEnomEnallY SUccESSFUl first year, KBYG was a tough 
sell and working diligently to open the door of the school system wasn’t 
always an easy task. After all, we were up against some stiff competition. 
The only programs welcomed by the Utah schools on a massive scale be-
fore were those that taught drug, alcohol and tobacco avoidance. This was 
a different type of program. However, once on the road, the presentations 
dynamic message along with a very active avalanche year of 2004-05, pro-
pelled the program into the Utah schools spotlight.  
  
With a seasons worth of presentations under our belts, we regrouped; saw 
what worked and what didn’t and made the necessary tweaks to the origi-
nal PowerPoint presentation. In addition, the original video was re-edited 
over the summer of ‘05, adding a few more interviews and new avalanche 
footage. This fall we plan to put the finishing touches on a new video, along 
with providing online resources for students. d

ESTaBliSHED in THE SUmmER oF 2004, the Know Before You Go program 
is funded solely by donations and in-kind support. However, like any new 
product to hit the market, financial support hasn’t been all that cut and dry. 
  
Preliminary funding from the FUAC got the project off the ground, but it 
took visionary partners who trusted us to come on board and partner with 
this innovative program and take it to the next level. Fortunately, Back-
country.com saw the need and planted the first seed monies, getting the 
venture through its initial stages. They trusted the reputation of the Utah 
Avalanche Center (UAC) and thought we had the expertise to give this pro-
gram the attention to detail it deserved. Little by little, donations started 
to come in as people began to hear about this exciting new program. R.E.I. 
who has been a partner with the FUAC for many years, were next to come 
on board with another generous donation. 
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Also, over the years, we’ve developed great working relation-
ships with the Utah Snowmobile Association (USA) and wanted 
to get them involved. Bridging the gap between motorized and 
non-motorized users, the USA stepped up to the plate and ap-
plied for an education grant from the International Snowmobile 
Manufacturers Association (ISMA). ISMA represents the four ma-
jor snowmobile manufacturers and allocates grant monies for 
certain projects, usually education or safety related. We were 
awarded a grant which was a major breakthrough for the pro-
gram, showing the strong commitment the snowmobile commu-
nity has to avalanche safety and the well developed partnership 
between the UAC and USA. 
 
In the fall of 2004, the Division of Utah State Parks and Recre-
ation stepped up to the plate as a partner, donating more money 
than all the other donors combined! The productive, fruitful re-
lationship with State Parks and particularly Fred Hayes, the OHV 
coordinator, goes back several years. This significant donation 
was vital to the longevity of the program and all the hard work 
that went into it.   

A few new ski industry partners came to our rescue in the summer of 
2005. First was Brighton Ski Resort, a long time partner of the UAC in 
avalanche education. While previous in-kind support included lift tick-
ets and parking for the FUAC three day Level One avalanche awareness 
courses, two years ago Area Manager Randy Doyle agreed to help the 
program out financially. In addition, Brighton’s proactive approach to 
avalanche education with their employees is a benefit to anyone working 
there. For the past four years, Brighton invites Craig Gordon to provide 
an avalanche awareness presentation to its employees. There’s a twofold 
benefit to everyone attending. Not only do attendees take with them life 
saving skills, at the end of the talk they’re also rewarded with a free day 
pass at the resort. Positive incentives like this help us to further spread 
the avalanche message and pack the house with several hundred em-
ployees each year. In addition to the in-house education Brighton pro-
vides, this year we offered on the snow training for employees and local 
riders. A more in depth evening talk was followed by a day of looking at 

U.S. FaTaliTiES
BY STaTE 1992-2007
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Ski areas are an

important partner in 

the avalanche equation 

and we’re pleased to 

see the additional,

on-going financial

support from local

resorts and Ski Utah.

snow, training with rescue gear and route finding. The supplemental class 
was very well received and we plan to continue this next level of basic ava-
lanche education next winter as well. 

Ski areas are an important partner in the avalanche equation and we’re 
thrilled to see the additional, on-going financial support from Deer Valley, 
The Canyons and Ski Utah. Bob Wheaton, Mike Gore and Nathan Rafferty 
respectively, were instrumental in getting their organizations to donate 
monies and we look forward to their continued partnership. In 2005 grant 
monies from the Park City Chamber of Commerce helped supplement a 
number of Summit County talks and defray video re-editing costs. Also 
that year, Kennnecott Copper donated funds to help with avalanche pre-
sentations on the west side of the Salt Lake valley.
 
In-kind donations from Wasatch Backcountry Rescue (WBR) help facilitate 
the program on the road. WBR contributed a PowerPoint projector in 2004 
and purchased a laptop computer for the 2005 season. For the past two 
winters WBR and Dean Cardinale have presented the program with a total 
of $4000.00. Support from valued partners like WBR help make this pro-
gram a success. 

In addition, John Byrne has generously donated a total of 
$10,000.00 helping the programs financial sustainability. We 
want to thank the Byrne Family Foundation for their partner-
ship and an altruistic vision- helping us keep backcountry rid-
ers of all disciplines educated and safe.  

We constantly seek new partnerships and this summer two 
very proactive industry leaders, Recco and Backcountry Ac-
cess came on board to support the KBYG program.  Along with 
a $5000.00 donation, Recco also supplied us with new footage 
and interviews with well respected athletes from their White 
Book DVD. This additional footage will go into the new KBYG 
video helping us keep the message fresh and up to date. Along 
with new rescue footage, Backcountry Access will donate both 
financially and with in-kind support. The national and interna-
tional vision these partners embrace mirrors our own mes-
sage and the future of avalanche education is exciting. d

U.S. avalancHE FaTaliTiES
BY acTiviTY 1997-2007
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video Development, Editing and Re-editing
THE inTRoDUcToRY avalancHE awaREnESS viDEo is a tremendous 
hit not only with students, faculty and administrators, but also with other 
avalanche professionals. After premiering a rough cut version at the 2004 
Jackson Hole ISSW, every regional avalanche center wanted a copy. A fin-
ished version was available in November and about 150 copies were is-
sued to snow professionals not only in the US, but in Canada, New Zealand, 
France, and the Netherlands. Our first go around was an international hit! 
  
Original high quality footage came from TGR, Steve Kroschel, Steve Winter, 
and Richard Cheski. We also had some good rescue footage donated by 
KTVX News 4 Utah and KSTU Fox 13 News Utah. Jim Phelan, David Craig 
and Greg Painter chipped in with some amazing snowmobile footage that’s 
always a crowd pleaser. New footage for the re-edit came from Ben De-
Jong, Andy Jacobsen, Tahoe Films, and Canadian Mountain Holidays. All 
the footage was donated for non-profit avalanche education. 
  
Seeing the need to fill in some gaps, we conducted interviews with some 
of the world’s top riders- Kasha Rigby and Jeremy Nobis world renowned 
extreme skiers, and Doug Andersen a radical snowmobiler featured in a 
number of popular action sports films. In addition to some exciting new 
footage, two young avalanche survivors were interviewed, putting a local 
face to a near catastrophic event. 

After all the interviews were shot and additional footage gathered, it was 
off to the editing bay where the raw footage was sifted through and rough 
edited. We wanted to maintain the flavor of the original video and didn’t 
have the funds or time to re-invent another version. Sounds simple on 
paper, but in reality it was an all encompassing, time consuming project. 
Once completed the new video was distributed to avalanche centers and 
educators in the U.S. and abroad and met with rave reviews. 

This summer and fall, Craig re-edited the video with another non-profit, 
Spy Hop Productions in Salt Lake City. The basic theme of the original video 
still rings true, though new footage, interviews and a rockin’ soundtrack 
make the video seem like a new product. We plan on distributing the new 
DVD both nationally and internationally. d

This summer and fall, 
Craig re-edited the video 
with another non-profit, 
Spy Hop Productions in 
Salt Lake City. The basic 
theme of the original 
video still rings true, 
though new footage, 
interviews and a rockin’ 
soundtrack make the 
video seem like a new 
product.
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GR FlETcHER
A 13 year veteran from Snowbasin, GR Fletcher has held the position 
of assistant snow safety for the past 5 years. His personal professional 
avalanche education experience includes American Avalanche Institute 
levels 2 and 3 and AIARE level 3. Not only is GR an experienced climber 
and mountaineer, he also taught English as a second language to both 
adults and children in Taiwan for three years.  

                             
DoUG wEwER and SYRinGa 
Doug started out ski patrolling in Pennsylvania, worked as a winter care-
taker and volunteer patroller in Tuckerman Ravine, and then moved to 
Utah in 2000 to learn about avalanches and, of course, ski real pow-
der. In addition, he worked the medical side of things on the Olympic 
downhill courses. In the winter, you might find him patrolling at Snow-
basin, sending backcountry observations to the UAC, teaching at a Level 
I course or training his search dog, Syringa. In between storm cycles, he 
works as an engineer for the U.S. Forest Service in Ogden.

The Phenomenal Staff Behind the Program
THE PRoGRam iS wEll REPRESEnTED wiTH Snow PRoFESSionalS from 
Ogden to Payson and Park City to Salt Lake City.  Covering the presentations up 
north are ski patrol personnel from Snow Basin- GR Fletcher and Doug Wewer. In 
the Salt Lake area Dean Cardinale, Mike Morris, and Ralph Whatley from Snowbird 
as well as Gabe Garcia and Dave Richards from Alta help to cover a bulk of the 
talks. Darce Trotter who worked as snow safety and ski patrol director at Sun-
dance for nearly two decades provided immeasurable assistance by handling talks 
in the Heber Valley, Park City and Provo areas. In Park City, a natural choice is Jake 
Hutchinson. He’s the snow safety and ski patrol director for The Canyons. Jakes 
local expertise was utilized in both Summit and Salt Lake Counties. In addition, 
both Sam Lee and Derik Spice both veteran ski patrollers, helped by adding their 
dynamic personalities along with many years of experience giving the program a 
fresh approach. Finally, Grant Helgeson was hired by the FUAC late in the season 
to help Craig out with forecasting and education duties. Grant is a unique gift to this 
program. A young, energetic big mountain skier with a diverse snow and business 
background, Grant focused his energies on helping Craig spread the avalanche 
gospel. This dynamic team of dedicated snow professionals deserves a tremen-
dous amount of credit. It is their hard work and commitment to avalanche educa-
tion that makes the program so successful. 

continued next page
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micHaEl moRRiS
Mike has been in the ski industry for 17 years, currently working as As-
sistant Ski Patrol Director at Snowbird Ski Resort. Mike is a world trav-
eler and adventurer, working as a guide both in the Grand Canyon and 
Nepal for 15 years. He was on top of the world in 2002 with a success-
ful ascent of the SE ridge of Mount Everest. When he’s not bagging big 
peaks, Mike enjoys playing with his son Max and the newest addition to 
the family, his daughter Olive.

RalPH wHaTlEY
Ralph started his ski patrol career at Snowbasin in 1985 and has worked 
as a professional patrolman for 24 years, 20 of them at Snowbird where 
he is the military weapons coordinator and training facilitator. Before 
settling in at the ‘Bird, he worked in New Zealand and in France, at 
Chamonix les Grands Montets. Ralph brings a tremendous amount of 
experience and energy to the program.

GaBE GaRcia
Gabe has been a pro ski patroller for 28 years and with KBYG since the 
beginning. For the first three years of his career he worked at Beaver 
Creek Colorado, before settling in at Alta for the next 25 years. He’s 
been involved with the snow safety program for sixteen years and ava-
lanche education for seventeen years. In addition to his duties at the 
ski resort, Gabe is a certified avalanche rescue dog handler with WBR, 
currently working with his dog Binx. 

DavE RicHaRDS
For the past seven years Dave has worked as a full-time Alta ski patrol-
ler and a part time helicopter ski guide for Wasatch Powderbird Guides. 
He is also an avalanche rescue dog handler and member of WBR. Prior 
to his career at Alta, Dave traveled around the world competing exten-
sively as a professional big mountain free-skier. He has been featured 
in countless films and magazine covers and brings a vast amount of 
knowledge and an edgy approach to the KBYG program. 

continued next page
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DaRcE TRoTTER
Darce worked with the Sundance Ski Patrol from to 1979-2001 and was patrol 
and snow safety director from 1987-2001. After 22 years in the ski business, 
Darce went back to school and is now a registered nurse. He hasn’t left the snow 
completely and still gets out a few days a week, providing backcountry snow and 
avalanche observations for the UAC. Darce has spent many years as an ava-
lanche educator, teaching with KBYG since the inception of program.

jaKE HUTcHinSon
Jake is Director of Ski Patrol and Snow Safety at The Canyons, Vice-president 
of WBR, and the only level ‘A’ validated dog team in Utah with 5 legs instead of 
6. In addition, he’s a certified AAA instructor, working for American Avalanche 
Institute in his spare time. When he doesn’t have his face buried in the snow 
somewhere, he can be found biking, bagging peaks, wandering the desert, or 
fly-fishing somewhere high in the Uinta’s.

Sam lEE
Sam Lee patrolled for eight years at Kirkwood, Whakapapa, and The Canyons. 
After a year-long sabbatical Sam is in back at The Canyons and is also in the pro-
cess of applying to medical school. Along with being a competitive big mountain 
skier, she’s sponsored by Alta Ski Area, Roxy, and Surefoot at The Canyons. Her 
best ski competition result is 3rd place at the New Zealand Nationals in 2005. 

DERiK SPicE and RoxY
Derik Spice is a former ski patrolman and rescue dog handler for The Canyons 
Resort. He now guides for Utah Mountain Adventures during the winter months 
and is an integral part of a river running company in The Grand Canyon during 
the summer. Derik is new to the program, but brings loads of experience and an 
infectious enthusiasm that audiences feed off of.

GRanT HElGESon
Grant Helgeson joined the team midway through the 07-08 winter, but he quickly 
got up to speed and was teaching avalanche awareness talks to hundreds of 
students in no time at all. An active ski mountaineer from Montana, for the past 
two years Grant lived just outside of Jasper, Alberta, logging hundreds of back-
country ski days. Last year Grant moved to the Park City area, becoming a proj-
ect manager for Backcountry.Com. We’re happy his career path took a different 
direction mid season and can’t wait for him to rejoin the crew this winter. d
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UTaH’S STaTE oFFicE oF EDUcaTion (USOE) recognizes the importance 
of this program and we’re excited to work in conjunction with the USOE to 
provide life skills for generations of Utah’s students. Physical Education 
Specialist Frank Wojtech is a visionary leader who cares deeply for qual-
ity education and realizes this program is vital to the safety of our youth. 
On the heels of another successful season, we expect we’ll be busier next 
year as even more schools have expressed interest in the program. In ad-
dition, we’re working on an internet accessible version of KBYG. 

Finally, we will develop a curriculum for the program during the summer 
of 2008 so it can pilot as a state-wide, 8th grade physical education elective 
for the 2008-09 school year. This would be the first of its kind in the nation 
and could act as a successful model for other mountain communities to 
follow. The future for Know Before You go looks bright, the message is well 
received and we’re saving lives. d

Future Direction

On the heels of

another successful

season, we’ll be busier 

next year as even more 

schools have expressed 

interest in the program.

Dave Richards demonstrating snowpit stability tests to a small group of 
Brighton season pass holders and employees.

© Craig Gordon photo
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2007 Presentation Schedule
DaTE locaTion inSTRUcToR TURnoUT # oF TalKS
8/27/2007 Davis High School  Gordon 72 1
10/15/2007 Mountain View High School Gordon 13 1
10/31/2007 Viewmont High School Richards 350 4
11/1/2007 Viewmont High School Wewer 350 3
11/10/2007 Tri-City Centerville Gordon 67 1
11/12/2007 AMES School Gordon 108 1
11/14/2007 Granstville Middle School Gordon 721 1
11/15/2007 Butler Elementary Richards 120 1
11/16/2007 Alta Rustler Lodge Gordon 62 1
11/19/2007 Alta Goldminer’s Daughter Gordon 60 1
11/19/2007 Treasure Mountain Middle School Garcia 187 4
11/20/2007 Treasure Mountain Middle School Morris 175 4
11/21/2007 Maeser High School Gordon 97 1
11/28/2007 Park City Academy Gordon 38 1
11/29/2007 Park City High School Richards 258 4
11/30/2007 Park City High School Morris 200 4
12/1/2007 Tri-City Springville Gordon 52 1
12/4/2007 Bonneville Junior High School Spice 950 1
12/5/2007 UVSC Trotter 8 1
12/6/2007 Churchill Jr. High Richards 247 1
12/6/2007 REI- Sandy Gordon 61 1
12/7/2007 Evanston High School Gordon 332 1
12/7/2007 Evanston Middle School Gordon 324 1
12/7/2007 Evanston-Davis Middle School Gordon 339 1
12/11/2007 South Davis Jr. High School Whatley/Garcia 476 6
12/13/2007 Pleasant Grove Jr. High School Spice 64 1
12/14/2007 Indian Hills Middle School  Morris 1252 2
12/17/2007 Our Lady of the Snows Garcia 3 1
12/18/2007 Park City Rotary Club Gordon 81 1
12/19/2007 Rio Tinto Gordon 13 1
12/19/2007 North Summit Middle School  Spice 332 1
12/19/2007 North Summit High School Coalville Spice 313 1
12/19/2007 South Summit High School- Kamas Spice 450 1
12/27/2007 Snowbasin Ski Foundation Wewer 18 1
1/3/2008 Hillside Middle School Spice/Richards 611 7
1/3/2008 Rowland Hall St. Marks Cardinale 532 1
1/5/2008 Westminster College Gordon 35 1
1/8/2008 REI- 33rd South Gordon 101 1
1/9/2008 Willow Creek Middle School Gordon 537 1
1/10/2008 Brighton Ski Resort Gordon 225 1
1/11/2008 Weber County Search and Rescue  Gordon/Wewer 33 1
1/12/2008 Weber County Search and Rescue  Gordon/Wewer 35 1
1/14/2008 Clayton Middle School Whatley 562 1
1/14/2008 St. Ambrose Church Whatley 21 1
1/16/2008 Snowbird Steeps Camp Gordon 11 1
1/17/2008 Wasatch Co. Search and Rescue Gordon 98 1
1/17/2008 REI- Sandy Whatley 55 1
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1/21/2008 Kearn River Engineering Gordon 31 1
1/22/2008 Soda Springs Mine Scroggin 26 1
1/23/2008 Itineris Early College High School Spice 129 1
1/23/2008 Alpine Scout Group Whatley 37 1
1/23/2008 University of Utah Gordon 16 1
1/23/2008 N. Salt Lake Scout Group Spice 23 1
1/24/2008 Olympus Junior High School Richards 873 1
1/24/2008 Chalk Creek Snowmobile Club Scroggin 27 1
1/28/2008 Grace Lutheran Whatley 63 1
1/29/2008 REI- Sandy Richards 27 1
1/31/2008 Altamont High School Gordon 129 1
1/31/2008 Altamont Middle School Gordon 146 1
1/31/2008 Duchesne Co. Search and Rescue Gordon 39 1
2/1/2008 Entheos Academy Morris 52 1
2/5/2008 Brighton Backcountry 101 Gordon 12 1
2/6/2008 Brighton Backcountry 101 Gordon/Richards 10 1
2/6/2008 Heber Scout Group Gordon 28 1
2/7/2008 River View High School Lee 817 2
2/7/2008 Academy at Canyon Creek Lee 18 1
2/7/2008 Utah County Search and Rescue Gordon 59 1
2/8/2008 Entheos Academy Morris 47 1
2/8/2008 Oakley School Gordon 112 1
2/11/2008 Midvale Middle School Whatley 792 1
2/11/2008 Solomon Sports- Ogden Gordon 33 1
2/11/2008 Weber County Library Gordon 41 1
2/13/2008 Toole County Search and Rescue Gordon/Kobernik 25 1
2/13/2008 Heber Scout Group Spice 37 1
2/15/2008 Snowbird Steeps Camp Gordon 21 1
2/16/2008 Toole County Search and Rescue Gordon/Helgeson 22 1
2/20/2008 Canyon View Junior High School Helgeson 235 1
2/20/2008 San Rafael Junior High School Helgeson 289 1
2/20/2008 Sandy Scout Group Whatley 41 1
2/21/2008 Davis County Search and Rescue Gordon/Hardesty 38 1
2/23/2008 Davis County Search and Rescue Gordon/Helgeson 12 1
2/25/2008 Clarke Johnson Jr. High Tooele Helgeson 1151 1
2/26/2008 Snowbird Patrol Level 1 Gordon 11 1
2/26/2008 Rich County High School Spice 111 1
2/26/2008 Laketown Junior High School Spice 152 1
2/26/2008 Heber Scout Leaders Roundtable Helgeson 18 1
2/28/2008 Backcountry.Com Gordon 37 1
2/28/2008 Roosevelt High School Helgeson 200 1
2/28/2008 Roosevelt Public Talk Helgeson 20 1
3/1/2008 Backcountry.Com Field Day Gordon/Helgeson/Scroggin 62 1
3/2/2008 Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs Gordon 10 1
3/5/2008 Utah State Board of Education Gordon 49 1
3/6/2008 Orion Junior High School Richards 213 4
3/10/2008 West Hills Middle School Garcia 37 1
3/22/2008 Oakley School Field Day Helgeson 8 1
4/9/2008 Snowbird Patrol Level 2 Gordon 9 1
  ToTal 17,444 129
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  For the last two days Viewmont has brought 

the PE/Cond/Yoga/Dance classes together in the 

gym for the KNOW BEFORE YOU GO presen-

tation by the Utah Avalanche Center. It was an 

excellent use of time, very informative, interest-

ing and educational. Dave and Doug, the pre-

senters, both did a great job. We were glad to 

have this program brought to our attention at 

our District meeting in August and highly rec-

ommend it to others.

   

  Jane- Viewmont High School

Hi Craig:
Thank you so very much for sending Grant.  He was very good, the presenta-tion was great.  It was different with a mostly-adult group as we had some back-country enthusiasts that had good experience and good questions.  All ques-tions were acknowledged as important or good and were expertly answered.   

 Be safe out there,  Paul
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Hi Craig,

 
The students and staff raved about your presenta-

tion and created lots of productive conversations 

with the on-snow classes.

 
I will do my best to make one of these days work for 

us.  I’ll talk with Tad to find out which day would be 

best.  Thank you again to extending so much to us.  

 
We are working on a donation for the UAFC for all 

you do for us.  We will make the donation on behalf 

of the education department of the Utah Avalanche 

Forecast Center.

 
Thanks again and I’ll be in touch soon,

 
   Bethany

Hey Craig and Grant,

Thanks so much for making last Saturday such 

a success with the Oakley Students. Craig, I 

think I’d mentioned to you that I was not with 

the school anymore, but I was asked to sub 

and had the opportunity to go along with the 

intro to backcountry group of students and it 

was great!  Opportunities like this for the stu-

dents are really special and sometimes have a 

greater impact after the ‘event’. Thanks guys! 

  Be in touch,

	 	 	 Jaimie
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Dirk Collins – Teton Gravity Research 

Steve Kroschel – Kroschel Films 

Steve Winter- Matchstick Productions

Richard Cheski – Mindset Media

Jim Phelan- Big Sky X / Thunderstruck Films

Greg Painter-Mountain Mod Mania

David Craig- David Craig Films

KTVX and KSTU News

Tahoe Films

Ben Dejong

Frontier Films

Andy Jacobsen

Park City Chamber of Commerce

Kennecott Utah Copper Corporation

additional thanks go out
to the following supporters






